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A. Engineering education

The tertiary education that leads to the degree of the dipl.Engineer in Greece is provided in Technical Universities (Polytechnio) and Universities (Panepistimio).  The duration of studies in these schools which are the only schools that give access to the diploma of Engineer, is five years and considered as Master degrees.
The higher education comprises also the Institutes for Technological Education (Technologhiko Ekpedeftiko Idrima), which are schools of 3 years’ studies and provide a degree (Ptychio TEI) that leads to more restrictive professional rights than those of Dipl. Engineers.

Graduates from an Institute for Technological Education, if they wish to obtain the diploma of Engineer, they can after successful examinations, attend the second year of a University or Technical University.
In Greece, only Engineers graduated from Universities fullfil the requirements for the enrolment in the MERCURIUS Register.  These are the only ones that have access to the doctorat.

The scheme of the technical formation paths is presented in Appendix I.

B. Academic titles

The Engineering academic title in Greece is, according to article 36 of the law nr. 1477/1938 as modified later,“Graduated Engineer” (“Diplomatouchos Michanikos”) followed by the Engineer’s specialisation. They are regarded as Master degrees.
The academic titles awarded by Greek academic institutions according to legislation in force are:

· Civil Engineer

· Architect Engineer

· Mechanical Engineer

· Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineer

· Mechanical Industrial Engineer

· Production and Management Engineer

· Energy Resources Management Engineer

· Electriconic Engineer

· Electronics and Computer Engineer

· Computer, telecommunications and Network Engineer

· Computer and informatics Engineer
· Chemical Engineer

· Mining and Metallurgical Engineer

· Electrical and Computer Technology Engineer

· Environmental Engineer
· Naval  and Mechanical Engineer

· Regional Planning and Development Engineer

· Rural and Surveying Engineer

There are also other academic titles of Engineers who practice in Greece, titles obtained after studies in Universities outside Greece. There exist approximately 820 academic titles.

The equivalence of these titles is granted by the DIKATSA (Interacademic Centre for the recognition of the foreign titles). This Centre, which belongs to the organizations of public law is founded by law nr. 741/77 and depends on the National Education Ministry.

According to the law mentioned above, DIKATSA responsibility is the recognition of titles of studies followed abroad as well as the recognition of foreign Universities in Greece.

In this respect, DIKATSA decides on the equivalence of every engineering title obtained in foreign Universities comparing with the academic titles awarded by the Greek Universities mentioned above.

C. Protection of Academic Titles

The academic titles of Dipl. Engineers mentioned above are protected by the compulsory law nr. 1477/1938 (article 36)

The academic title is obtained exclusively after studies of academic level from the graduates of Technical Universities and Universities, the only, according to above legislation which are allowed to hold the title of Graduated Engineer.

The academic titles have legal value. Therefore, the abuse of the academic title of “Dipl. Engineer” is punishable according to the national legislation in force.

D. Educational institutions

The Technical Universities and Universities established by law and awarding the Engineering degree are:
Ethniko Metsovio Polytechnio- (National Technical University of Athens)-www.ntua.gr
Patission street Complex, 48
GR- 106 82 Athens
Tel.: 30-210 772 4000

University of Western Macedonia - www.uowm.gr
Parko Agiou Dimitriou

501 00 Kozani

Tel: +30 24610 56200 
University of the Aegan- www.aegan.gr
University hill

Administration building

811 00 Mytiline

Lesvos

Tel:+ 30 22510 36000

Fax: +30 22510 36109 


Aristotelio Panepistimio Thessalonikis-  www.auth.gr
University Campus 
 541 24 Thessaloniki
Tel.: +30-2310 996000


Panepistimio Patras (University of Patras)
University Campus, M.B. 1591, 26500 Patras

Tel.: +30-2610 997608

Fax:+30 2610991711
Dimokritio Panepistimio Thrakis( Democritius University of Thrace)
University Campus, 691 00 Komotini- www.duth.gr
Tel: + 30 2531027017

Fax: +30 25310 39081 


Polytechnio Critis(Technical University of Criti)- www.tuc.gr
Agiou Markou str., 731 32 Hania
Tel.: +30-28210 33047
Fax: +30-28210 28417
Panepistimio Thessalias(University of Thessaly) – www.uth.gr
Argonafton and Filellinon,  382 21 Volos
Tel.: +30-24210 74502,74505, 74515
Fax: +30-24210  74614
Note:

Please note that the translation of the names of Technical Universities and Universities in French and English aims at a better comprehension of the titles and is not official.

E. Admittance conditions to studies

Technical Universities and Universities provide in Greece the Engineering higher level Education.

Only the holders of a high school certificate (Apolytirion), attesting to the accomplishment of secondary studies may pursue their formation in an academic institution. 

In order to have access to the Universities awarding degrees in Engineering candidates must pass with success a State Examination organized at the national level after graduating from High School.

F. Curricula  and duration of studies

The duration of studies in these Universities is 5 years.  Each institution has its own curricula.  

The student obtains the diploma (Academic Title) after accomplishing with success the cycle of studies and presenting thesis (Diplomatiki).

G. Access to the profession and regulations

The Engineering professional title is “Graduate Engineer” (Diplomatouchos Michanikos) followed by the Engineer’s specialisation. Only graduate Engineers, members of the Technical Chamber of Greece, are entitled to hold the official professional title of Graduate Engineer under the following conditions.

Once they have got their academic title, Engineers willing to practise the profession, shall pass the professional exams held by the Technical Chamber of Greece and enrol in the Register kept by the Chamber itself. Engineers equalized by the community Legislation are also enrolled in the TCG - Register.
This enrolment leads to the obtaining of the licence to practise the profession which corresponds to the professional title and is the condition necessary to practise the Engineering profession in Greece.

According to article 2 of the law 1486/84 the enrolment to the Technical Chamber of Greece is done to one of the following specialisations in relation to the academic title:

1. Civil Engineer

2. Mechanical Engineer

3. Electrical Engineer

4. Electronics Engineer

5. Rural and Surveying Engineer

6. Chemical Engineer

7. Mining and Metallurgical Engineer

8. Naval Architect and Marine Engineer 

9. Architect Engineer
Note:

· The grading of the academic title “Environmental Engineer” has the right to enroll in the accordance of the programme of their academic studies, either in Civil or Chemical or Mechanical Engineers (this is provisionary regulation).

· The departments of specialisations of the Technical Chamber of Greece are being restructured, according to new Academic Titles awarded by Greek universities. In this restructuring the following titles are being examined:

· Production and Management Engineer, Regional Planning and Development Engineer( University of Thessaly), Product and Systems Design Engineer( University of Aegan -5 years), Materials Science Engineer(University of Ioannina),  the segregation of the title of Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineer ( University of Patras) into two separate titles: Mechanical Engineer and Aeronautical Engineer, the title of the Department of Applied Mathematical and Physical Science of the National Technical University of Athens(5 years).  
· The classification in the Register of the Technical Chamber of Greece of academic titles awarded by Greek Universities as well as Universities the equivalence of which is given by DIKATSA.
Competent authority for the recogition of diplomas of foreign universities:

· DIKATSA (Interacademic Centre for the recognition of foreign titles of studies)
Leoforos Sygrou 112,
GR- 11741 Athens
Tel.: 30-1-922-2526 / 30-1-922-9065
Fax: 30-1-921-8052

Engineering professions are regulated and professional activities of each specialisation are ruled by the following legislation:

· Law 4663/1930 concerning the practice of the profession of Civil Engineers, Architects Engineers and Rural Engineers.

· Law 6422/1034 concerning the practice of the profession of the Mechanical Engineers, Electrical Engineers, Electrical Mechanical Engineers and Naval Architect and Marine Engineers.

· Law 3518/1928 concerning the ratification of the law decree of 13 November 1927 relative to the practice of Chemical Engineers and the obligation for the chemical industries to employ Chemical Engineers.

· Mines’ Code (law decree 210/73 ministerial decision II 5th/17402/82, law 1482/84, Presidential Decree 998/78 and Presidential Decree 666/81).

· Presidential Decree nr.71/95 concerning the practice of the profession of Engineers and Managers of Production Processes and Mineral Ressources Engineers of Polytechnio Kritis.

· Presidential Decree nr.240/94 concerning the practice of the profession of Regional Planning and Development Engineers of Panepistimio Thessalias.

The engineering profession is practiced as follows: free lance profession or salaried in the public sector and in the private sector or consultant engineer or contractor.

H. Professional Organisation

The Technical Chamber of Greece is an organisation of public law, created in 1926 by a Presidential Decree (Decree of 27.11/14.12/1926, modified by law of 1486/84). Its headquarters are in Athens, but it has a regional organisation following the State’s regional structure.

The Technical Chamber of Greece is, by law, the Government’s technical consultant and keeps the Register of all Greek Engineers. Its purposes are the development of sciences relevant to its members’ specialisations, as well as of techniques and technologies in general in order to use them for the economic, social and cultural development of the country.  The TCG ‘s regional departments work on behalf of the Chamber in their regions and carry on their activities in the respect of the TCG’s purposes in all matters relevant to their regions.

The graduated Engineers are grouped in Associations to promote their interests. There exist, therefore, Professional Associations for each scientific specialisation, professional associations concerning the professional practice and associations relevant to the working sites.

The professional associations, the enrolment to which is not compulsory in order to practice the profession, are the following ones:

· The Greek Civil Engineers’ Association

· The Hellenic Mechanical and Electric Engineers’ Association (which includes also Naval Architect and Marine Engineers as well as Electronic Engineers)

· The Hellenic Rural Engineers’ Association

· The Hellenic Chemical Engineers’ Association

· The Mining and Metallurgy Engineers’ Association

· The Naval Architect and Marine Engineers’ Association
The purposes of these Associations are the promotion of the scientific and professional level of their members through the organisation and the co-ordination of their efforts, the protection of their professional and financial interests, the improvement of the practice conditions as well as the technology development within the country.

At the international level.

The Technical Chamber of Greece represents the Engineers at the international level as an independent authority.

In this context, it is member of European and international  associations, in particular of CLAIU and FEANI and outside Europe of FMOI, WEC etc..

The Technical Chamber of Greece, being at the same time the Register and the official institution of Greek architects, is member also of the Architects’ European and international associations and in particular of CAE and UIA.

I. Statistical Data

The number of active Engineers ( including Architects) enrolled in the register of the Technical Chamber of Greece was end 2008 stated on 102.474.
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