 CLAIU-EU Register

ITALY


A. Education structure
The new structure of the academic studies in Italy is compliant with the Declaration of Bologna (3+2) and is regulated by the following Ministerial Decrees:

- Decree 3 November 1999, n. 509, “Regolamento recante norme concernenti l'autonomia didattica degli atenei ”(Regulation on the didactic autonomy in universities);

- Decree  4 August 2000, “Determinazione delle classi delle lauree universitarie” (Definition of the classes of the academic Lauree);

- Decree 28 November 2000, “Determinazioni delle classi universitarie specialistiche” (Definition of the specialistic academic classes).

- Ministerial Decree n. 270, October 22, 2004, Modifiche al regolamento recante norme concernenti l'autonomia didattica degli atenei, approvato con decreto del Ministro dell'università e della ricerca scientifica e tecnologica 3 novembre 1999, n. 509 (Modifications to the Regulations on the Didactic Authonomy in Universities, approved with the Decree of Ministry of University and Scientific and Technological Research n. 509, November 3, 1999). 
The Decree 509 provided for the Laurea Specialistica (LS) and the Decree 270 streamlined the calculation of credits providing for the Laurea Magistrale (LM), which will progressively substitute the Laurea Specialistica.
- Decree n.328, June 5 , 2001 on the State Exams, is essential for the profession and the award of the professional titles, but does not change or add anything to the Education system.
B. Academic Title

The Ministerial Decree 3 November 1999, n. 509 as amended by the Ministerial Decree October 22, 2004, n. 270, has modified the general structure of the academic courses into a 3U+2U (serial path).
Where:

-The first level 3U cycle leads to the academic title “Dottore in Ingegneria …”  (followed by the specialisation conferred by the related class).

-The second level 5U cycle leads to the academic title “Dottore Magistrale in Ingegneria …” followed by the specialisation conferred by the class. This title replaces the title “Dottore Specialista in Ingegneria….’, previously established by the M.D. 509/1999. 
The educational path has a 3 + 2 structure. Each course of the second level  lasts 2 years after the successful completion of a first level course (Corso di laurea) lasting 3 years. 
-There are however two classes “ Classe 4/S di Laurea Specialistica in Ingegneria Edile-Architettura (Building Engineering-Architecture) and “ Classe LM/4 di Laurea Magistrale in Ingegneria Edile- Architettura (Building Engineering- Architecture) which are organised in a unique five-year path as it was before the Bologna reform. These are special education courses awarding Engineers the automatic recognition in the field of Architecture according to Section 8 of 2005 /36 EC Directive. 

The professional rights associated to each course derive from their respective Class, e.g participation to open competition, enabling the access to regulated profession. See below G.
Remark:

Because of the acquired rights, the previous academic titles before the Bologna reform are considered as legally equivalent to the new titles. This means that the previous academic title of “Dottore in Ingegneria” awarded before 1999 (5U education one path) is now automatically equivalent to the new title of “Dottore Magistrale in Ingegneria” (5U; serial path). 
C. Academic Title Protection

Legislation

Article 167 of the Royal Decree 31 August 1933, n. 1592 “Testo Unico delle leggi sull’istruzione superiore” (Act on the laws concerning the academic education) provides that any academic title can be awarded only by Universities and by Istituti Superiori (High Level Institutions). The academic title has a legal value and its abuse is punishable by article 498 of the Codice di Procedura Penale (Code of Criminal Procedure).
D. Educational Institutions

The only institutions which may supply the Engineering education are the Engineering Faculties in the Universities and the three Polytechnics (Milan, Turin and Bari). See in appendix  the list of schools and Master engineering titles. 
A quality system has been introduced for the Universities ( Art.5 Decree n.537/1993 and strenghtened by the Decree n.370, October 19, 1999 together with the didactic autonomy). The evaluation starts within the Universities by an Evaluation Nucleus. Each year an information  report has to be sent  to the Ministry and its dependent bodies the CNVSU ( National Committee for the Evaluation of the Academic System) and CIVR (Research).  A new Agency will replace the former bodies. The ANVUR- National Evaluation Agency for the Academic System and Research will be a public body with legal status, distinct and independent from the Ministry. According to the Decree n.64, February 21, 2008 the mission of the Agency will be as follows:

- external quality evaluation of the activities of public and private universities and research centres;

-orientation, coordination and supervision of the evaluation activities referred to the internal evaluation Nuclei of the above institutions. 

As a consequence, the allotment of public funding for the universities and research centres will depend on the evaluation of this new Agency.
E. Admittance conditions to studies

To be admitted to the University, students shall have successfully completed their high schools and hold the relevant leaving certificate. 

F. Curricula and duration of studies  
The 2000 and 2007 Ministerial Decrees describe the qualifying education objectives for each class as well as the list of compulsory learning subjects. Universities shall, then, identify complementary learning subjects of the curricula they offer for each course. A certain number of subjects are reserved to the choice of students in all curricula. 

In fact, each Laurea  and Laurea Magistrale course must include 6 different types of subject courses in relation to the nature of the respective teaching/learning activities:

1.
courses meant for basic education in one or more study fields, 

2.
courses whose subject fields are specific for the specific Laurea, 

3.
courses in similar/supplementary subject fields, 

4.
elective courses, 

5.
courses preparatory to the final examination, 

6.
courses for complementary skills (foreign languages, computer, telecommunications and informatics, work experience). 
The laurea degree is the Italian bachelor-level degree according to the Bologna Declaration. It is characterised by both theoretical and applied studies.The length of the education is three years full time corresponding to 180 ECTS credits (it.CFU). The access to these courses is subject to the holding of an Italian school leaving qualification, or a comparable foreign one.
The Laurea Specialistica or Laurea Magistrale degree is the Italian master-level degree along the Bologna Declaration. It is characterised by a strong theoretical part and specialist studies in a given subject field. The length of the education is two years full time corresponding to 120 ECTS credits (it.CFU). The access to these courses is subject to the holding of  a related Laurea degree or a comparable foreign degree.
Both First and Second Level Courses shall only belong to three groups of classes, namely: civil and environmental, industrial, computer/information  science.

G. Professional Title

Academic titles do not identify with professional titles and are not sufficient to pursue the regulated profession of engineering. Only the State Exam confers the right to have access to the profession, and only the enrolment in the Albo degli Ingegneri confers the right to pursue it
Therefore, according to Presidential Decree n. 328 of June 2001, in the Albi degli Ingegneri (Professional Registers) have been created Section A and Section B.
Each Section is subdivided in the following Sectors:

a) civil and environmental;

b) industrial;

c) computer science
The members of Section A are entitled to use the following professional titles:

a) the members of the civil and environmental sector are entitled to use the title of ingegnere civile e ambientale;

b) the members of the industrial sector are entitled to use the title of ingegnere industriale;
c) the members of the computer science sector are entitled to use the title of ingegnere dell'informazione.
The members of Section B are entitled to use the following titles:

a) the members of the civil and environmental sector are entitled to use the title of ingegnere civile e ambientale iunior;

b) the members of the industrial sector are entitled to use the title of ingegnere industriale iunior;

c) the members of the computer science sector are entitled to use the title of ingegnere dell'informazione iunior.
All professional titles are protected by law, and their abuse is punishable by article 498 of the Codice di Procedura Penale (Code of Criminal Procedure).
H. Access to profession and regulations

To be enrolled in Section B of the Albo, it is compulsory to hold a three-year academic title (Laurea) awarded by an Engineering Faculty or a Polytechnic and to have successfully passed the relevant State Exam. 

To be enrolled in Section A of the Albo, it is compulsory to hold a 3+2 year academic title (Laurea Specialistica or Laurea Magistrale) awarded by an Engineering Faculty or a Polytechnic and to have successfully passed the relevant State Exam (obviously this a different state exam compared to Section B). 
The Decree n. 328 of June 2001 provides for the State Exams. For each of the Sections A and B the state exams are subdivided into 4 parts: a written test related to the sector to be enrolled, a written test on the contents of the laurea/ laurea magistrale or specialistica, an oral part about legislation and ethics, a practical test related to the content of the academic diploma. 
The access to the professional activities in Section A or B are linked to the three sectors, i.e.  civil and environmental, industrial, computer science according to the diplomas falling under each of them (see C). The professional exercise differs for the Engineers enrolled in Section A or B. Generally, Engineers (Section A) can practise activities implying the use of advanced, innovative or experimental methodologies, while Iunior Engineers (Section B) can practise only standardized methodologies, and cooperate to the activities carried out by Engineers.

I. European Directive on recognition of professional qualifications 36/2005/EC.
The Ministero di Giustizia is the competent authority for the Engineering profession and therefore responsible for the foreign qualifications recognition, according to the Legislative Decree 6 November, 2007, n. 206, (art. 5 comma 1, sub c), which has transposed in the Italian legislative system the mentioned EU directive.
The competent Ministerial department calls for a Services Conference according to article n.16, n. 3 of the above mentioned Decree to evaluate the professional qualifications of the migrants. CNI is part of the Conference, gives its opinion as it represents the profession.
Within three months from the submission of the complete application, the competent authority, once analyzed the documentation through the above mentioned Conference, issues a justified decree, which is published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale (Officiale Gazette) of the Italian Republic.
The recognition application shall be submitted to the Ministry of Justice according to the provision specified in the site of the Ministry of Justice at the page: http://www.giustizia.it/professioni/info_gen_estero.htm, including also other relevant information (telephones and hours and days of the week in which it is possible to call).
J. Representation of the profession

The structure of the profession is at the local (Ordine Provinciale degli Ingegneri) and at the national level (Consiglio Nazionale degli Ingegneri). Article 5, 2 of the Presidential Decree 8 July 2005, n. 169 statues that “National Councillors represent all the professionals enrolled in the Albi maintained by the Provincial Orders”.

a) The Ordini Provinciali (Provincial Orders)

The Ordini are 106, for each Province, and so covering the whole national territory. The Qualified Engineers having their professional residence or professional domicile in a Province are enrolled in the Albo of the Order sitting in this Province. 

The Ordini are established by law (24 June 1923 n. 1395), and have the same structure and self-finance through the fees their Members pay annualy. 

The main responsibilities are:

· To manage the structure

· To keep and update the Albo (Register)

· To deliberate disciplinary measures against the Qualified Engineers enrolled in the Albo

· To protect the Engineers’ titles

· Upon request of the local administration, to give their opinion on matters relevant to the profession
· To establish the amount of the fees payed annually by the members

· To pay the annual contribution to the Consiglio Nazionale degli Ingegneri 

b) The Consiglio Nazionale degli Ingegneri (National Council of Engineers)

All the Qualified Engineers are represented by the Consiglio Nazionale degli Ingegneri (CNI) at the national level. CNI is a body of public law depending on the Ministero della Giustizia (Ministry of Justice).

The Counsellors of the Consiglio are 15, elected by the representatives of the Ordini, according to Article 5 of the Presidential Decree 8 July 2005, n. 169. The Board elects the President within its Members. The President has to be a member of Section A of the Albo.

Institutional Duties of the Consiglio are 

· Upon request of the Ministero della Giustizia, to give its opinion on bills and regulations relevant to the profession;

· To act as Court in claims of Members against their Ordini
· To establish the fee each Ordine shall pay annually;

CNI is, in fact, a special, second level  jurisdictional body as concerns claims submitted by members of the Ordini relavant to: 

· Decisions of the Ordini Provinciali on enrolments in and cancellation from the professional Albo 
· Disciplinary measures on professional exercise; 

· Electoral procedures for the renewal of the Provincial Councils; 
Only the Court of Cassation  may deliberate against a decision of CNI.  

The Consiglio Nazionale degli Ingegneri represents Italian Engineers also at the international level.

Consiglio Nazionale Degli Ingegneri
Via IV Novembre 114
IT- 00147 ROMA
Tel.: +39-6-697 67 01
Fax: +39-6-697 67 050
http://www.tutoingegnere.it
On the above website see a link to the Provincial Orders(Ordini Provinciali): http://www.tuttoingegnere.it/web/ITA/CNI/Ordini1/index.htm  
K. Register statistics

Presently, more than 200.000 Engineers are enrolled in the Albo of the 106 Ordini Provinciali degli Ingegneri.
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